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Shanetta Y. Cutlar is the Chief of the Special Litigation Section, U.S. Department of 
Justice. Ms. Cutlar has worked in the Civil Rights Division since 1993. She served for 
over 2 years as a Special Counsel prior to becoming Chief. As Special Counsel, Mr. 
Cutlar led the team of attorneys and professionals handling the investigations of the 
Cincinnati, Detroit and Prince George's police departments. 
 
In March 2003, Ms. Cutlar was appointed to the Chief position where she is responsible 
for supervising and overseeing the work of Section, involving health care facilities, 
prisons and jails, juvenile detention facilities and police misconduct. She is the first 
African-American woman to serve as a chief in 25 years, and the second in the history of 
the Civil Rights Division. 
Ms. Cutlar is a graduate of California State University, Hayward and University of 
California at Los Angeles, Law School. She is a member of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority. 
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